07 May, 2017

Butterworth Gospel Hall
Theme: 

I. 
My Relationship with Them That Are Within.

II.
My Relationship with Them That Are Without.

Text: 

What have I to do to judge them also that are without?

Them that are without God judgeth. 

I Cor. 5:13

Do not ye judge them that are within?

I Cor. 5:12

Thots:

Relationships Within deal with the Issue of Acceptance by the Church.
What is it to Accept me? 
It is to…

 
Receive my Person; 


 
Respect my Persuasion; 

 
Recognise my Potential.
A.
Non-acceptance is a Possibility Accepted in the World.

1. Christ’s Person was not accepted by His own Community.
 Jn. 1:11

a. It is the Way of the World without Christ.


b. He had Failed and Fallen short of their expectations. 
Cf. Jn. 19:15
2.
A Prophet is accepted except in his own Country. (Circle?), and in his own house
{Mt. 13:57; Mk. 6:4; 


Is this true in the Church too?
{Lk. 4:24; Jn. 4:44

a.
Familiarity Fuels (breeds) contempt.
b.
Prejudice is Blind to a Person’s Potential.
c.
The Grass is Greener on the other side.

· Note: 10 Things You Won’t Find in a Church That Attracts Millennials
“What differentiates a church culture that attracts Millennials 
from one that repels them?”
http://faithit.com/10-things-wont-find-church-attract-millennials-frank-powell/
1.) There is a strong resistance to change.

2.) A compelling vision is lacking or non-existent.

3.) Mediocrity is the expectation.

4.) There is a paternalistic approach to leading Millennials.

5.) There is a pervasive insider-focused mentality.

6.)  Transparency and authenticity are not high values.

7.)  Mentoring is not important.

8.) Culture is viewed as the enemy.

There's a difference between holding onto the dead faith of the living (traditionalism) versus holding onto the living faith of the dead (tradition) – Yale Church History Prof J. Pelikan.

9.) Community is not valued.

10.) The church is a source of division and not unity.
 Note: I Tim. 4:12-16 – Note Paul’s Advice to Youths/Young adults.
B.
Non-Acceptance is not a Principle Acceptable With the Lord.
1.
The Weak in Faith have the Right to Live as unto the Lord.
Rom. 14:1-10


Though they may Seem “Superstitious” they are Sincere, and Should not be Shut out.
2. The Strong in Faith have the Right to Love as unto the Lord. 
Rom. 14:15


Do not live unto Self or Stumble others.  
Rom. 14:7; 15:1-3    Keep righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

   Rom. 14:17


Let there be NO … 
cf. I Cor. 12:13

a.
Racial Differences – Jew, Samaritan or Gentile. Cf. Jn. 4:9

b.
Social Distinctions – bond or free. 
Cp. Phile. 10-13

c.
Sexual Discriminations – male or female. 
Cf. Gal. 3:28 

3.
All will have to account for their Rights before the Living Lord.
Rom. 14:10-12

a.
When all things are done unto the Lord, let Him Examine.
Rom. 14:10 cf. Mt. 7:1-5 

b.
All things are lawful, but all things are not Expedient.
I Cor. 6:12

c.
All things are lawful, but all things Edify not. 
I Cor. 10:23b

C.  Acceptance is to be Practised in the Church as unto the Lord.

1.
  Accept the Diversity in the Unity – 
I Cor. 12:4-6

a.
That all gifts are of the Spirit’s Decree in various Degrees.
12:7, 11, 18, 28

b.
That all gifts are Experienced, Exercised and Executed in Him.
12:9, 4-6, 8-10 
2.  Accept the Individuality in the Inter-dependability.
I Cor. 12:15-21

a. Beware of what you Say (i.e. Self-depreciation)
I Cor. 12:15-21

i. Because each has his/her own Place.
12:15-18

ii. Because all have the same Purpose.
12:19, 20

iii. Because everyone is an essential Part of the whole.
12:21

b.
Beware of what you Think.
I Cor. 12:22-29

i.
That the Unhealthy is not unnecessary.
12:22

ii.
That the Uncomely is not without beauty.
12:23

iii.
That the Unsightly is not without ability.
12:24

c.
Beware of how you Act.

i.
Because of One, it affects Another. 
I Cor. 12:25

ii.
Because of One, it affects All.
12:26

iii.
Then All should be for One, just as One should be for All.
12:27

Wherefore receive ye one another,


as Christ also received us to the glory of God.
Rom. 15:5-7

The Church Accepts Me;

I Accept the Church;

All as unto Christ, the Lord!

